
 
 

 
Dear Parents             December 2018 

 

Headteacher’s Update to Parents  

As we approach the end of another extraordinarily busy term, I thought it would be useful to update you 

on a few matters of interest, as well as to thank you for your ongoing support.  I am pleased to say that new 

pupils have settled in well.  There has been a great deal of hard work both inside and outside of the 

classroom and I hope you were able to read a recent copy of our termly magazine, ‘Outlook.’ 

Uniform 

As you are probably already aware, we began a uniform review last year.  The main focus has been on skirts.  

We would like to see a uniform which will lead to more conformity whilst also being affordable for parents.  

The aim is to introduce a new skirt at the beginning of the next academic year.  If you have any comments 

you wish to make regarding uniform please contact Miss Armes, Assistant Headteacher.  Further 

information will follow.   

Curriculum 

I am pleased that we continue to be able to offer a broad and balanced curriculum from Year Seven through 

to the Sixth Form.  This appears to be in a context whereby many other providers are cutting subjects or 

teaching time for options.  Whilst we are certainly not awash with money we have been prudent and made 

deliberate choices to ensure that our curriculum provision is maintained.   

Absence and Leave of Absence in Exceptional Circumstances 

There is a clear link between excellent attendance and excellent outcomes.  As a result, there is a great deal 

of external scrutiny, for example, from the Local Authority, on both school and individual patterns of 

attendance. 

At present the school looks at any request for leave of absence in exceptional circumstances on a case by 

case basis.  However, parents should not normally take their children out of school for any reason during 

term time.   

If your child’s attendance falls below 95% without an acceptable explanation, you are likely to be contacted 

by your child’s Head of Year in the first instance offering support and guidance.  Should poor attendance 

become a persistent issue the school may need to involve the Local Authority’s Education Welfare Officer. 

As always, if your child is going to be absent for any reason we ask that you make contact via our attendance 

line (01728 726677). 

Friends’ Fundraising and ‘FabLabs’ 

I wanted to place on record my thanks to the Friends who raise additional money for the school.  A number 

of staff, pupils and friends enjoyed a Quiz Night in October and it was great to see the sense of community.  

Their main focus is on the ‘FabLabs’ appeal.  Further information about the appeal will shortly appear on 

the school website.  Contact can be made through the email address 

 sciencelabs@thomasmills.suffolk.sch.uk.   I am sure they would welcome additional volunteers and you 

should contact the school if you are interested. 
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Parent Governors 

Following a request for nominations, two parent governors, Kate Archer and Melanie Chew, have joined 

the Governing Body.   

Safeguarding Matters 

As you may be aware from the news, Ipswich and the surrounding area, is experiencing some challenging 

issues.  Clearly we encourage our young people to stay safe, make sensible choices and pass on any 

concerns.  However, I thought you might appreciate some more detailed guidance around the issues of 

county lines and gangs/knives.   

County lines is a term used to describe urban gangs supplying drugs to other parts of the UK using dedicated 

mobile phone lines.  The gangs are likely to exploit children or vulnerable adults to move and store drugs 

and they will often use coercion.  This trend is operating in this region.  Below are some of the indicators of 

county lines involvement: 

 Missing from school or home; 

 Significant changes to emotional wellbeing; 

 Meeting unfamiliar adults; 

 The use of drugs and alcohol; 

 Acquiring money or expensive gifts they can’t account for; 

 Lone children from outside the area; 

 Possession of multiple mobile phones; 

 Unknown or suspicious looking characters coming and going from a neighbour’s house; 

For more information about county lines, please visit https://www.fearless.org 

Knife crime has been in the news a great deal lately with some tragic cases locally.  Whilst it is easy to 

imagine that this is not a problem for young people it is important that we are all vigilant.  Further 

information can be accessed from https://noknivesbetterlives.com/parents 

In both cases, it is important to talk and keeping honest lines of communication open is essential.  If you 

have any specific concerns or require advice you are welcome to contact the pastoral teams.   

Recycling 

We are hoping to encourage more recycling within school and more details should follow in the New Year.  
Thanks you to parents who have donated wheelie bins! 

 

Finally, as I said earlier, it has been a very busy term with a number of enjoyable events.  Last week we 

enjoyed an amazing Awards Evening and we are looking forward to the Christmas Concert.  Next term 

promises to be just as busy.  Year 11 and Year 13 will be aware that it is their final full term before external 

examinations and so ‘revision’ will play a greater part in their studies. 

In the meantime, I wish you all a very Happy Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

Yours sincerely 

 
P J Hurst 
Headteacher 

A Company limited by guarantee incorporated in England and Wales (No. 7605059) 
Registered Office as above  

Email: inmail@thomasmills.suffolk.sch.uk 
Website: www.thomasmills.suffolk.sch.uk 

https://www.fearless.org/
https://noknivesbetterlives.com/parents
mailto:inmail@thomasmills.suffolk.sch.uk

